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What is Prospect Research?

Prospect research is a technique used by nonprofit 
organizations to learn more about potential or existing 
donors’ personal backgrounds, giving histories, wealth 
indicators, and philanthropic motivations to evaluate a 
prospect’s ability to give (capacity) and warmth (affinity) 
toward an organization.*

*DonorSearch - https://www.donorsearch.net/what-is-prospect-research/



Where to Find Prospects
 Your organization’s donor database (data mining)

 News articles (local newspaper, Business Journal, 
Book of Lists, Business North Carolina)

 Board member referrals

 Event attendees/ticket buyers

 Corporate sponsors of similar organizations – top 
executive may have an interest

 People who give to similar organizations (donor 
rolls)

 Board members of similar organizations

 Volunteers

http://businessnc.com/


A Note on Corporate/Foundation Research

 This is a specialty all its own!

 Look to other orgs like yours to see who has given them gifts

 Look at 990s for big foundations – Propublica is a current fave

 FDO Professional is paid – but available at many local libraries!

 Explore websites of local community foundations & grantmaking 
institutions – they often have lists of grants made

 Press releases from “CSR” section of corporate websites



https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/
https://fconline.foundationcenter.org/


Building a Research Profile



Where to Find Contact Info

 Whitepages.com

 Sometimes at company website

 Sometimes social media



https://www.whitepages.com/


Building a Research Profile



Where to Find Education

 Social media

 Specialty websites (Martindale for attorneys, NC Medical Board for 
physicians, etc.)

 Business Journal or local newspaper profiles, news articles, board 
biographies, etc.



https://www.martindale.com/
https://wwwapps.ncmedboard.org/Clients/NCBOM/Public/LicenseeInformationSearch.aspx
https://www.bizjournals.com/


Building a Research Profile



Where to Find Family Info

 Social media (but DON’T friend someone just to creep on a private 
profile!)

 FamilySearch.org (free, but login required)

 Ancestry.com (public library)

 Triad Business Journal profiles

 (marriage announcements, birth announcements, obituaries)

https://www.familysearch.org/
https://www.bizjournals.com/triad/


Building a Research Profile



Where to Find Business Info

 Social media

 NC Secretary of State – for business ownership

 ReferenceUSA.com (through the library)

 Newspaper and magazine articles

 Martindale, FindLaw (attorneys)

 Investment advisors (SEC)

 State licensing boards (NC Medical Board, etc.)



http://www.sosnc.gov/online_services/search/by_title/_Business_Registration
https://www.martindale.com/
https://lawyers.findlaw.com/lawyer/lawyer_dir/search/jsp/name_search.jsp
https://www.adviserinfo.sec.gov/IAPD/default.aspx
https://wwwapps.ncmedboard.org/Clients/NCBOM/Public/LicenseeInformationSearch.aspx


Building a Research Profile



Where to Find Real Estate Info

 County tax assessor 
 Zillow.com, Trulia.com
 NC Secretary of State 

 Look for real estate or investment businesses 
owned by your prospect that may hint at a location

 May uncover LLCs controlled by the prospect that 
in turn own real estate



 Might find articles, boards, etc. that point to a 
second home

Don’t forget to search by spouse’s name, too!

https://publicrecords.netronline.com/
http://www.zillow.com/
http://www.trulia.com/
https://www.sosnc.gov/online_services/search/by_title/_Business_Registration


Building a Research Profile



Where to Find Salary & Stock Info

 If publicly traded company
 News articles, Yahoo! Finance, Rank & Filed

 SEC filings at Edgar and the company’s Investor Relations website – Form 
DEF14A for compensation and Form 4 for insider trading

 If government employee:
 FedsDataCenter, FederalPay – federal employee salaries

 Major newspapers often have databases for state employee salaries

 If nonprofit employee:
 990s at organization website or ProPublica

Use cautiously:

 Salary.com, Glassdoor.com, etc. 

Nearly impossible to find private company ownership info!

https://finance.yahoo.com/
http://www.rankandfiled.com/#/explore/companies
https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/companysearch.html
https://www.fedsdatacenter.com/federal-pay-rates/
https://www.federalpay.org/employees
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/#/
http://www.salary.com/
http://www.glassdoor.com/


Building a Profile



Where to Find Donations
 Google or other search engine (for 

donor rolls, press releases, magazine 
profiles, etc.)

“Sonny Doe” donat* OR contrib* OR gives 
OR gave OR gift

 ProPublica – annual reports filed by 
foundations with details of grants

 Used to be standard to use political 
giving as well but new FEC rules 
forbid it

Don’t forget to search by spouse’s name, 
too!

https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/#/


Building a Research Profile



Where to Find Affiliations

 Business Journal profiles or other news articles

 Board or business biographies

 LinkedIn or other social media

 ProPublica – search for directors of nonprofits



 Example: “Sonny Doe” Asheville “board of directors”

https://www.bizjournals.com/
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/#/


Building a Research Profile



Building a Research Profile



How to Calculate Capacity

 The eternal question of prospect researchers!

 The “quick and dirty” method: take 5% of all identified assets

 You will NEVER know for sure

PERFECT IS THE ENEMY OF DONE.



Other Tools

 Foundation Center – often available through public library

 FAA Registration Database, Landings, PriJet (aircraft ownership)

 Social media (hobbies, etc.)

 Million Dollar List



https://registry.faa.gov/aircraftinquiry/
http://www.landings.com/_landings/pages/search/search_nnr-owners.html
https://prijet.com/search-owner.aspx
https://milliondollarlist.org/data/donors/index.html


Professional Associations
 Apra International

 Annual conference in summer

 Data analytics symposium

 New researchers symposium

 Webinars 

 PRSPCT-L (free)

 Apra Carolinas

 Two conferences per year – Spring 2022 will be fully online!

 Free webinars throughout the year

 Road Trip Grant

Get involved and build your network!

http://www.aprahome.org/
https://forums.aprahome.org/
http://www.apracarolinas.wildapricot.org/


Questions?

Rachael Dietrich Walker, Prospect Research Analyst

Cornell University

rachaelwalker@cornell.edu

https://www.linkedin.com/in/rachaelwalker/

mailto:rachaelwalker@cornell.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rachaelwalker/
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